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‘Vol. 2: 


NUM 43 


THE 


REHEARSAL. 


1. God did not Approve of Rebellion under the Greateft Tyranny. 


>. The Praétice of Nations Confider’d. before the Flood, during the firft Afhrian 
Monarchy, to the Grecian Common-Wealths and Downward, to Poland at this 


Day. 


;. out Nature Corrupted more and more. 
4. We know mot what it was before the Fall. 


Natural and Spiritual Oppofite, Of Natural Religion. 


6. All Rebellion is againft the Law of Natare. 

7 The Univerfal Confent of Mankind is the Law of Nature. 

8. This is for Fure Divino and Paffive Obedience. 

9. All our Parliaments, as well as Clergy, are made Scarlet Traytors for this, and 


fent to Tophet. 





SATURDAY, March eth. 


1707. 
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(1.) Country-man. OU have fhew'd in 
y your laft, Mafter, 


how little Reafon 
the Review had to fay, That God did Ap- 
prove in all Ages of Sxbjeéts taking Arms 
againtt their Princes on the Account of 
Tyranny. You have given fome of the hardeft 
Inftances that are Poffible to be found, as of 
the Fews under Pharoah, and -Abafuerus, and 
the Cafe of David perfecuted by Saul. And 
you bave put it upon the Review to thew 
any Infkance in any Age where God did Ap- 
prove of Subjeéts taking Arms againft their 
Kings, On any Pretence whatfoever. 

But you have not Anfwer’d the other 
Topick he infifts upon, which is, That this 
has veen the Prattice of all Nations in the 
Wold. Or otherwife, That the Law of Na- 
tare muft be Treafon. ra 


(2.) Rebearfal. It has been indeed too 
much the Praétice of Nations. But not fo 
Univerfal neither as the Review thinks. We 
Read of none before the Flood. And after 
the Flood and the Divifion of Nations, Mr. 
De Foe is defir’d to try his hand, and fee 
what Inftances he can find of Rebellion du- 
ting the Firft and Greateft Monarchy that 
of the Affyrians, which is call’d the Head 
of Gold in Comparifon of the after A/onar- 


|  chies which Degenerated into Silver and Brafs 


and ron and Clay, in the lower Members 
down to the Feet. Then it was that Be- 





lial: got in and Seduc’d the Nations, and 
fill’d them with falfe Notions ef Liderty to 
their own Deftruétion. 


Foundation of Fure Divino, and Plac’d it up- 
on the face of the Waters, the Giddy Voice 
of the People, they cou’d never bring it to 
bear, or make Common Senfe of it, from its 
being firft fet up in the Grecian Common- 
wealths down to this Day, but perpetual 
Toffing and Tumbling, Kicking this Ball of 
Government from one to another, and cut- 
ting one anothers Throats about it, in con- 
tinual Revolutions and Havock of the People. 
This was their Blefled Liberty! The Liberty 
to Kill and Deffrey and Devour one another ! 
Of this the Greek and Roman Stories are 
Flagrant Proofs. And Poland now before 
our Eyes, which is Plunder’d and Pilleg’d, 
their Boors Hang’d, and their AHou/es Burnt, 
by Contending Armies of Mufcovites, Coffacks, 
Tartars, Swedes and Saxons, all Afferting the 
Liberty of the Poles, and themfelves helping 
on the Deffrnétien as faft as any, Killing and 
Ravaging one another, that Strangers may 
not get all! What tho’ the Country is Ru- 
in’d, and the’ People undone ! What fignifies 
all that, fince they Preferve their Liberty! 
They have Liberty ftill to Choofe their 
King! And they that have not a Penny 
left, have Liberty to get more—— when 
they Can! 

Country-m. Who wou'd not be Fond of 
fuch a Liberty! But ftill, Adafer, this is Na- 
tural. Or elfe, the Law of Nature muft be 
Treafon. 


(3.) Rehearf. It is very Natural for People 
when they are let Loofe from Government, 


And having taken | to Prey upon one another. To Covet one 


Government from off its Original and only | anothers Wifes, Honfes, Eftates,&c. And ma- 
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ny things that are Treafon apainft God, as 
being a Breach of His Laws. But this, you 
will fay, is Corrupted Nature. And fo it is. 
And the Longer Nature has Liv’d fince 
Its firft Corruption, it is ftill farther Re- 
mov’d from its Primitive Jumocency, and has 
Grown Worfe and Worfe. And it will be 
Corrupted {till more, till ic Arrive at its fi- 
nal Judgment, That mhen the Son of Man 
comes, {hall He find Faith upon the Earth? It 
looks to be Drawing near that Time at 
this Day! 

(4) See then what we fhall get by 
foliowing our Nature! Whither will our 
Corrupted Nature Lead us? And what it 
was in its Innocency weknow not. More than 
of the State of the World, or other things 
before the Fal. So that if we will follow 
Nature, it muft be our own Now Corrupted 
Nature, for we know none other. 


(5.) Moft of the Precepts of the Go/pel 
are to Curb and Deny and Mortify out Cor- 
rupt Nature. And the Natural Man knoweth 
not the things of God, for they are Spiritually 
difcerned. Yet what a vein has Run among 
us of late, to give a Loofe to Nature, to make 
That out Guide and our Ruleeven in Religion, 
and to Prefer its Green-Bexghs before the W:- 
ther’d Branches of Revelation’ How has Nati- 
val Religion been fet up ia Oppofition to the 
Reveal’d, even by Spiritual Men among Us! 
And the Laws of Nature Made more Nece/- 
fary and of more Indifpenfable Obligation, than any 
pofitive Precept of Reveal’d Religion! And 
Faith in Chrif is nothing elfe but a Po/- 
tive Preeept of Reveal’d Religion. But | 
hope thefe Men did not fee the Terrible 
Confequences of thefe Pojitions. However 
others may be Jnfefted by them, and there- 
for it is Neceffary Now and Then to 
Detect them, and to Caution People a- 
gainft them. 





(6.) But now as to Government it felf, 
which is the Point to which Mr. Revwep 
do’s here apply it, look the word Nature 
in the Index of the firff Volume, and fee 
what is there faid as to the Law of Na- 
ture in Relation to Government, And there 
you will find, That if the Law of Nature 
may be Meafur’d by the Common Confent 
of Mankind, and that for Thoxfands of 
Years together, without any Interruption, 
then Monarchy and Paffive Obedience are the 
Law of Nature; whether Confider’d in its 
Original from Adam, or in its Deduétion 
through the Firff and Puref? Ages of the 
World. And then it will follow, That all 
Rebellion or taking Arms againft our Law- 
ful Soveraigns, upon any Pretence whatfoe- 
ver, is Treafon againft the Lam of Nature. 
And that the Law of Nature fet up by the 
Grecian Commonwealths, and Deduc’d down 
to Us, Muft be TREASON againtt the Law 
of Nature known to the Whole World before. | 





(7.) Countryem. This muft 
they will fay, That the pie. Unie 


Naty 
may Alter and. Vary, And the _ 
i iplenge or es fhall we find i? te 
H Fix + ? y 2 es 
ap we Fix it on Rule can it be to 
And if the Univerfal Confent of 
kind be not the Law of Nature, let “ ; 
fhew What is the Law of Mature? Whee 
then are we Difputing about ! “ 


(8-) Rebearf: And if it comes to a Com. 
parifon, what Mojt Men do Hold, they wif] 
Lofe the Point that way too. For [ have 
fhew’d before, andy it is at this Day Obvious 
to Every Man’s Eye, That Monarchy and 
Paffive Obedience has Continu’d, and at this 
day, Prevails in far the Greateft Part of 
the World, and Ever did, notwichftandin 
al] the Triumphs of Belial among the Greek? 
and Romans: 


(9-) Country-m. And if the Clergy who 
have Preach’d up Paffive Obedience and Fur 
Divino are Guilty of the Blood of all the 
Kings that have been Depos’d and AMurde?4 
(as Mr. Review fays) becaufe Mankind js 
Prone to Taft of the Forbidden Fruit : Then 
all our Parliaments are Under the fame 
Condemnation who have Declar’d the fame 
and Barr’d all Coercion upon the Crown. 
They are, according to Mr. Review, andas 
he words it, Scarlet Traitors, their Tresfon 
Smells of Topher, "tis as Black as Hell, and 
Aggravated with the very fame Guilt for 
which their .Grand Father Sudas Hang’d 
himfelf. As I Quoted him before Num. 
40. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Juft Publiih’d. 


Farther Vindication of the Short View of the 

‘&% Profanenefs and Immorality of the Englifh Stage, 

in which the Obje&tions of a late Book, entituled, a 

Defence of Plays. Are confider’d, by Feremy Collar, 

M, A. Printed for #. Sare at Grays-Inn-Gate in 

in Holborn, and George Straban at the Golden Ball 
in Cornhill. 

HE Title, Preface and Index to the firft Volume 

of Rehearlals:; being, A View of the Times, 
their Principles and Pragtices. By PHILALE THES. 

HE Socinian Controverfy Difcufs’d : Wherein the 

Chief of the Socinian Traéts (Publifh’d of Late 
Years here) are Confider’d. By Charles Leflie, Chancel- 
lor of the Cathedral of Connor. 

HE Devout Communicants Companion or Con- 
T templations on the bleffings Confequent to the 
worthy Receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
per. And all the duties required, in order toa wor 
thy Preparation. With Meditations and Difcourfes 
upon the Communion Office, as alfo Devotions {ui- 
ted to all the parts of that folemn Ordnance. Ina 
new method, by the Author of the Excellency of th 
Chriftian Religion, price bound 1s. : 

Harity and Unity, in a Sermon preach’d at 

Hertford School-Feaft by Henry Nelfon, Re&tor of 


| Hunfden,and Vicar of Stanfted Abbot in Hertford-hhire. 
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